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JOHN LENTZ
Staff Writer

A group created to build sup-
port for a quarter-cent sales tax 
increase to pay for building new 
schools will hold a community fo-
rum Tuesday night.

Invest in Moore Kids — a non-
partisan group of community 
leaders, educators, business 
owners, residents and parents 
working together to support the 
proposed quarter-cent sales tax 
increase — is sponsoring the 

forum from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in 
Owens Auditorium at Sandhills 
Community College. The online 
school advocacy group Parents 
for Moore is also sponsoring the 
event.

The forum will provide infor-

mation and promote discussion 
on the Moore County Schools 
Master Facilities Plan, specifical-
ly in regard to the new Advanced 
Career Center. Planned on land 
on Airport Road owned by 
Sandhills Community College, 
the Advanced Career Center 
(ACC) will provide extended col-
lege and career preparation pro-
grams from the county’s three 
other high schools. 

Vol. 97, No. 9 64 Pages Southern Pines, N.C. Price $1.00
S U N D A Y,  J A N U A R Y  31,  2016

Committee: 
Updates to 
Courthouse 
Not Enough

BY DAVID SINCLAIR
Managing Editor

An advisory committee charged with 
studying space needs for the judicial sys-
tem is once again recommending that the 
county commissioners move forward with 
developing plans for a new courthouse.

The Courthouse Facilities Advisory 
Committee made the same recommen-
dation back in April, while a $1.4 million 
renovation project was being completed 
to address some of the most critical space 
needs. The commissioners asked the com-
mittee to wait until the work was complet-
ed and report back in 
six months on what 
problems were solved 
and what deficiencies 
remain. 

The committee met 
Thursday afternoon 
in Courtroom 202 
to review what has 
been done, as well as 
a second grand jury 
report done in early 
December that has 
concluded yet again 
that the existing facil-
ity is still inadequate 
to meet current needs 
and poses serious se-
curity “hazards.”

Another grand 
jury issued similar 
findings about the 
35-year-old building 
in December 2014.

“Two grand jury re-
ports all say, ‘You’ve 
got to build a new 
courthouse,’” said 
committee member 
Howard Warren, a re-
tired architect. 

“The renovations help. But it doesn’t re-
place the need for a new courthouse. When 
that two-by-four hits you up over the head 
enough times, you come to the conclusion 
that you have to take this seriously.

“The commissioners asked us to wait six 
months to see what we addressed and what 
deficiencies remain. … I think that point is 
clear. There are still needs.”

PTSA Seeks to Boost Efforts 

see COURTHOUSE, page A14
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Howard Warren
Retired Architect

Forum to Address Sales Tax, Schools

SWIMMING WITH THE SHARKS

SEE ALSO: 
School Officials Discuss 
Sales Tax, Facilities 
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STAFF REPORT
Pinehurst attorney Jim Van Camp is 

representing the owners of The Haven-

Local Attorney To 
Represent Owners 
of Animal Shelter

BY CASEY SUGLIA
Staff Writer

Local business R. Riveter has come a 
long way.

From selling handbags at the Southern 
Pines Farmers Market three years ago to 
acquiring its own storefront in downtown 
Southern Pines, the company is now tak-
ing its business national — on television, 
that is.

R. Riveter will pitch its business model 
to an audience of about 6.9 million view-
ers and to investors on ABC’s “Shark 
Tank,” which airs at 9 p.m. Friday, Feb. 5.

“It was an incredible and surreal expe-
rience,” said Cameron Cruse, one of the 
founders of the company. “I won’t believe 

it until the show airs, because it kind of 
still feels like this is all a dream.”

The show, which was filmed during 
the fall, will feature Cruse and her part-
ner, Lisa Bradley, presenting their busi-
ness to the team of five “sharks”: Mark 
Cuban, Lori Grenier, “Mr. Wonderful” 
Kevin O’Leary, Daymond John and 
Robert Herjavec. The episode is mili-
tary-themed and will feature products 
and businesses created and produced by 
those with military ties.

Cruse, who lives in Southern Pines 
with her family, and Bradley, who is now 
based out of Tennessee, brought a display 
with several designs of their handbags 
into the tank. 

The display was designed by friends 
of the company and assembled in the 
engineering department in Special 
Operations in Fort Bragg.

“We brought bags from our Legacy 
Collection, which is made all out of re-
cycled military materials and has lots of 
character and history, so we could really 
tell the story behind our business and 
our bags,” Cruse said.

R. Riveter Pitches
‘Shark Tank’ Investors

GLENN M. SIDES/The Pilot

Cameron Cruse in her shop in downtown Southern Pines 

see RIVETER, page A13

WATCH R. Riveter’s “Shark Tank” 
episode on ABC on Friday, Feb. 5, 
at 9 p.m. 
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BY BRITTANY JENKINS
Staff Writer

Donald Ross remains one of 
Pinehurst’s most celebrated 
legends, known for his pro-
found impact on golf — the 
sport that all but defines 

Pinehurst’s small-town character. 
With his new book, “The Life and 

Times of Donald Ross,” local author 
Chris Buie proves that there’s more 
to Ross’ story than one might expect. 

After publishing his first book, “The 
Early Days of Pinehurst,” in 2014, 
Buie had no clear inclination to write 
another book — that is, until he was 
struck by what he describes as an 
epiphany.

“The first day that I went to the 
2014 Open, I walked up, and I was 
standing on the hill there, where you 
could see the clubhouse from one side 
and down the No. 1 course, and it was 
totally filled with people,” he says. “I 
mean, I couldn’t believe it. I realized 
that none of these people would be 
here if it wasn’t for this one guy. I 
was, like, can you imagine, more than 
a hundred years after you create 
something, you have droves of people 
coming from all over the world to see 
your work.”

That single moment was all it took 
to create the spark for Buie’s next 
book. From there, he spent the next 
year exploring all things Donald 
Ross, and what he found in his re-
search came as a surprise, despite his 
life-long Pinehurst residency and ex-
tensive experience in the golf world. 

Buie will be at The Country 
Bookshop at 5 p.m. Thursday, July 20, 
for a book talk and signing. 

“His place in history has been pro-
lific architect, since he did some of 
the best courses,” Buie says. “I was 
just going with that common narra-
tive at the beginning, and I didn’t 
think there would be anything new. 
It was so surprising to read through 
stuff and find new information, and 
realize that this narrative was really 
wrong. It made it more interesting 
because it was kind of like reading a 
mystery; I didn’t know what was go-
ing to happen next or where the story 
was going.”

The “common narrative” that Buie 
describes refers to Ross’ famous role 
in designing golf courses, particular-
ly Pinehurst No. 2. But Buie makes 
the adamant assertion that nobody 

played 
more of 
an im-
portant 
role in 
the es-
tablish-
ment 
of golf 
than 
Ross 
himself.

“He’s 
kind of like the Henry Ford of golf,” 
Buie says. “Henry Ford was the main 
guy that brought cars to the common 
man, and they became a fundamen-
tal part of American culture. Donald 

Ross came in and brought proper 
golf, and he told people how to do it 
— how to caddie master, how to run 
the clubhouse, and how the game is 
supposed to be played, and golf be-
came a fundamental part of American 
culture.”

As Buie read through archived 
material, he began to see the real 
narrative take form. 

“There were a lot of great in-depth 
interviews and stories that were 
colorful,” he says. “(Ross) looks like 
somebody that might be boring, but 
he’s not like that. He’s a genius and 
interesting, and he was funny and 
bright and all of those things — he 
just didn’t look like it. There was a 
lot of color in his personality, and the 
amount that he did is truly phenome-
nal.”

Not only did Ross help establish 
the game of golf in America, but he 
played a critical role in the evolution 
of the nature of those involved in the 
game. He took on numerous kids as 
caddies, and trained them to carry 
out his legacy with marked skills and 
class.

“All of the guys that worked for him 
were immaculate in behavior,” Buie 
says. “I mean, they did all the right 
things. They were unfailingly kind 
and patient. So he trained dozens of 
guys, and they would be installed at 
his courses, and that way, his ethos 
would really be carried out.”

He also helped transform the golf 
pro from a profession of servant-like 
status, in which pros weren’t even 
allowed in the clubhouse, into a 
career associated with respect and 

a true middle-class lifestyle. Today, 
America’s 28,000 golf pros invariably 
experience the results of Ross’ dedi-
cation to building the profession.  

After competing in a poorly run 
British Open, Ross set out to pursue 
his next big undertaking. He arrived 
in Pinehurst and said he would create 
the best golf tournament in the world. 
With that goal in mind, Ross creat-
ed the North and South Open, which 
would later serve as inspiration for 
today’s Masters Tournament.

“It was by far the most well-run 
tournament in the world,” Buie says. 
“It was in the springtime at the 
Carolina, with all the dogwoods and 
all the best players. It was a whole 
dream world. It was a sharp contrast 
from these golfers’ day-to-day lives.”

During the process of writing the 
book, Buie had the unexpected chance 
to speak to five people who knew 
Ross personally. Their collective 
perspective further confirmed Buie’s 
previous findings about who Ross was 
as an individual, beyond his accom-
plishments in golf.

“They described him as immaculate 
gentleman, like the perfect gentle-
man,” Buie says. “He just had a quiet 
elegance. He was incredibly charm-
ing, and he truly was an authentic 
genius.”

Once Buie had a complete grasp on 
Ross’ life and character, he faced a 
new challenge — he had an overabun-
dance of material. His solution? He 
created an appendix that’s more than 
100 pages to give readers the max-
imum amount of content and enter-
tainment that he could provide.

“I took the best of the extra stuff 
and put it in there, so if you read the 
story and you want extra facts, you 
can look at them,” Buie says. “With 
this many things in there, maybe you 
won’t like all of them, but there’s 
bound to be something you’ll like. It’s 
supposed to be a good experience for 
the reader, even if they don’t neces-
sarily like golf.”

Buie’s ultimate goal is that his book 
can present a renewed narrative to 
seasoned golfers, and even more so, 
invite people — especially those who 
live in the Sandhills — into the world 
of golf.

“I want readers to feel like spend-
ing time with the book was a really 
fulfilling experience,” Buie says. 
“The average citizen here in the 
Sandhills — it’s understandable that 
they wouldn’t know very much about 
Donald Ross, but I think they would 
find his story interesting. And these 
guys — him and the Tufts family — 
they worked phenomenally hard to 
make this area special. They turned a 
desert wasteland into a dream world, 
which is what this place is. He truly 
helped build the America that we 
inhabit today.”

The Country Bookshop is located 
at 140 NW Broad St., Southern Pines. 
For information, call (910) 692-3211.

Contact Brittany Jenkins at britjenk 
@live.unc.edu.

Different Perspective
Local Author Offers New Findings on Donald Ross

TED FITZGERALD/The Pilot

Local writer Chris Buie stands in front of a picture of Donald Ross in the pro shop at 
the Southern Pines Golf Club.

WANT TO GO?

WHAT:  Book Signing
WHEN:  Thursday, July 
   20, 5 p.m.
WHERE: The Country 
   Bookshop
INFO:  (910) 692-3211 

Replacement
Repair
Enclosures

910-725-0446

windowanddoorspec ia l t ies . com


